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UNCLAS JERUSALEM 346 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCI, JO, IS 

SUBJECT: REPORTED VATICAN MEETING ABOUT JERUSALEM 
REF: ROME 2853 

1. APOSTOLIC DELEGATE LAGHI TELLS US THAT ONLY CHURCH MEETING 
OF THE KIND TO BE HELD IN ROME THIS MONTH IS ONE OF SERIES OF 
SESSIONS OF COMMISSION TO REVISE CANON LAW FOR CATHOLIC ORIENTAL 
CHURCHES. COMMISSION WILL MEET MARCH 18. HEADS OF CATHOLIC 
CHURCHES IN MIDDLE EAST WILL ATTEND, INCLUDING ABOUT FIVE CATHOLIC 
(NOT ORTHODOX) PATRIARCHS. LAGHI SAID COMMISSION HAD BEEN 
MEETING ON THIS SUBJECT FOR MANY YEARS AND THAT THERE WAS NO 
POSSIBOLITY OF JERUSALEM BEING TAKEN UP OTHER THAN IN CORRIDOR 
CONVERSATIONS. 

2. LAGHI WAS IN SOME DESPAIR OVER STATEMENT BY IRREPRESSIBLE 
HEAD OF GREEK CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN ISRAEL, ARCHBISHOP RAYA, 

THAT HE WAS STAYING AWAY FROM "FORTHCOMING VATICAN CONFERENCE 
OF BISHOPS OF HIS CHURCH" BECAUSE HE BELIEVED ISSUE OF JERUSALEM 
SHOULD NOT BE RAISED IN SUCH FORUM. MARCH 4 JERUSALEM POST 
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CARRIED THIS STATEMENT. ACCORDING TO POST ARTICLE, RYA WAS 
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REFERRING TO SAME MARCH 18 CONFERENCE. LAGHI NOTED, HOWEVER, 

THAT RAYA WAS NOT MEMBER OF COMMISSION AND WOULD NOT BE ABLE 
TO ATTEND IN ANY CASE. HE WAS INCLINED TO ATTRIBUTE STATEMENT 
TO RAYA'S INSTINCT FOR HEADLINES. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT GATHERING OF BISHOPS AND 
PATRIARCHS FROM MIDDLE EAST, IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, 

WOULD LEAD TO RUMORS ABOUT DISCUSSION ON JERUSALEM. IT WOULD 
ALSO NOT BE SURPRISING IF THERE WERE DISCUSSIONS WITH VATICAN 
OFFICIALS, OUTSIDE CONFINES OF CONFERENCES, ABOUT 
JERUSALEM. 
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